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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
(To accompany 8. 2199] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 2199) to amend the Contract Settlement Act of 1944 and to abolish 
the Appeal Board of the Office of Contract Settlement, having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation is to prov ide for the abolition 
of the Appeal Board established under section 13 (d) of the Contract 
Settlement Act of 1944. 


STATEMENT 


This bill was introduced at the request of the Administrator of the 
General Services Administration. 

The Appeal Board was originally established as a part of the Office 
of Contract Settlement, which office has now been abolished and its 
functions transferred to the General Services Administration by the 
act approved June 30, 1949 (63 Stat. 378). The function of the Board 
was to provide a vehicle whe reby a war contractor who was aggrieved 
by the findings of a contracting agency with respect to a claim filed 
by him might take an appeal to such Board. The Administrator of 
the General Services Administration has stated that: 

The work presently pending before the Appeal Board, Office of Contract Settle- 
ment, has reached the point where legislation providing for the Board’s orderly 
liquidation is indicated. During the past 12 months only 11 new appeals have 
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been filed with the Board. The number of cases pending have now been reduced 
to 12. Accordingly, it is believed that legislation abolishing the Appeal Board 
should be enacted promptly. 


{ven if the Board is abolished an aggrieved contractor will still have 
a right to bring suit against the United States for such claim in the 
Court of Claims or in a United States district court, as provided for 
in section 13 (b) (2) of the Contract Settlement Act of 1944. 

The bill provides that the abolishment shall not become effective 
until 6 months after the enactment of this act nor more than 9 months 
after enactment of the act, on such date as may be fixed by written 
order of the Director of Contract Settlement published in the Federal 
Register. 

Attached hereto and made a part of this report is the above-men- 
tioned letter received from the General Services Administration. 


GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, 
Washington 25, D. C., September 22, 1951, 
The honorable the PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 

Sir: There is submitted herewith, for the convenience of the appropriate 
committee, a suggested draft of legislation which provides for the abolition of 
the Appeal Board which was established under section 13 (d) of the Contract 
Settlement Act of 1944 (58 Stat. 649). 

The work presently pending before the Appeal Board, Office of Contract 
Settlement, has reached the point where legislation providing for the Board’s 
orderly liquidation is indicated. During the past 12 months only 11 new appeals 
have been filed with the Board. The number of cases pending have now been 
reduced to 12. Accordingly, it is believed that legislation abolishing the Appeal 
Board should be enacted promptly. 

The Bureau of the Budget has indicated that this legislation is in line with 
the President’s program. 

Very truly yours, 
on Jess Larson, Administrator, 
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